ACP Board Minutes Sept. 11, 2009

Present: Verity Jones, Cynthia Astle, Everett Thomas, Julie Price, Meinrad Scherer-Emunds, Kate Sprutta Elliott, Joel Schorn, Shane Whisler, Joe Thoma.

Minutes of July 7 approved and May 5 approved as corrected.

Treasurer's Report

Treasurer Everett Thomas presented the fiscal year-end report, which was distributed in advance to the Board. Everett mentioned that ACP owes a vote of thanks to Meinrad Scherer-Emunds and the Membership committee for their efforts to get new members. As a result of their efforts, new members brought in twice the amount budgeted. By curbing expenses in addition to new members, ACP made money over the past year.

Meinrad asked whether the revenue from the Indianapolis convention was on target. Joe Thoma replied that he didn't receive details from Doug Trouten of the Evangelical Press Association but that he will ask. He said there were still problems with some of the 2009 convention details handled between EPA and ACP. He said he will get more detail in order to look over the past 2 to 3 years and make projections for the 2010 convention.

Everett moved adoption of the fiscal 2008-2009 report. Kate Elliott seconded. Adopted.

Strategic Plan

Plan was reviewed and specific objectives marked for more discussion at the Fall Board meeting. Several objectives were removed from the plan as completed. Cynthia Astle will present an updated plan to the Board in time for the Fall Board meeting in Chicago.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

2010 convention committee – Crystal Holloway & Joe Thoma

Joe Thomas complimented local arrangements chair Carlos Medley's diligence in planning thus far. ABC-TV journalist Cokie Roberts has agreed to be a main keynoted. The chaplain of the U.S. Senate, Dr. Barry Black, a retired U.S. Navy Rear Admiral and Seventh-Day Adventist, will preach at the opening worship. Not much has been done yet regarding Professional Development.

Professional Development

Co-chair Cynthia Astle recommended no Fall Seminar, given that there was enough time to develop something. Joe Thoma said he'd been talking with Doug Trouten regarding sponsorship to give seminar for free or to get a vendor to give program. The consensus was to attempt to pursue a Fall webinar.

Membership

Meinrad Scherer-Emunds asked Board members to help as much as possible with inviting new members.

Awards

Kate Elliott and Joel Schorn reported that Joel is working on a calendar for awards committee deadlines. Joel added that assignments would be made in October. Meanwhile, Kate, Joel and Joe Thoma are discussed changes to the awards process. Joe is working with our webmaster Matt to set up a site to have judges enter results online via the ACP website. This will improve both the legibility of results and tracking of the judging. The major cost of the awards program remains shipping and mailing entries to judges and receiving results. Scanning entries for digital copies would be a lot of work. Meanwhile, hard copies would still be needed for full issue and redesign categories. More discussion on how to digitize entries will be held. Joel is trying to simplify instructions for both entrants and judges to provide a checklist. 

Finance – See treasurer's report

Nominating – No report

Communications 

Shane Whisler said he is preparing a committee description for approval in November. In the meantime he wants to promote the social networking function of ACP's new website.

The Fall Board meeting will be held November 20-21 at the ELCA Center in Chicago from 10 AM Friday to noon Saturday. Kate Elliott has secured a meeting room from 9:30 AM to 7 PM Friday and 8 AM to 1 PM Saturday.

President Verity Jones reminded board members to fill out conflict of interest statements and give to Past President Terry De Young.

Adjourned 3:28 pm EDT

