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Certain words are often 

used by our judges when 

describing excellence… 



EMOTIONAL 

detailed 
THOUGHTFUL 

well-researched 

compelling 

 



? 

When choosing your potential 

entries consider whether these 

kinds of adjectives would apply to 

the work you are submitting… 

 

Compare the entry against the 

category’s criteria to ensure you 

are submitting it correctly. 



look at the criteria 

Read the category 

criteria carefully 

before submitting... 



Which to pick… how to choose…??? 



Categories 

involving the 

written word… 



Solid reporting. 
Human interest. 
Detailed. Narrative style. 
Active and precise.  
Dramatic. 
Personalization. 
Humor and/or pathos. 
Direct quotes and attribution. 



http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2012/1223/Who-s-filling-America-s-church-pews 

Writer expertly creates clear 
visual pictures and uses solid 
reporting to deftly meld facts 
with narrative into a cohesive 
and fascinating, whole. The 
piece uses a wide variety of 
sources and voices and explores 
the broad topic of “Who’s Filling 
America’s Church Pews” with 
detailed examples. Tackling the 
conflict in religious 
expansionism adds to the 
authority of the piece. There is 
analysis, without editorializing 
(very refreshing). 



Persuasiveness is most important.  
Logical, clear, forceful, eloquent. 
Strong reporting.  
Definite point of view.  
Fair. Identifies issues of importance. 
Spurs readers to respond and 
debate. 
 



This was a forceful essay 
that stayed relentlessly on 
point. The moral reasoning 
and the moral outrage were 
an effective combination. 
The author relies on good 
sources and uses them well. 
When you finish reading, it's 
hard to think of a counter-
argument. 
 
A well-written and 
appropriately outraged 
critique of a controversial 
government policy. 



Solid reporting. Accurate. 
Sound news judgment .  
Demonstrates initiative.  
Issues are in context and in perspective.  
Tight writing. Active wording. 
All news questions  answered.  
Objective. Fair.  



The writing is vivid, 
the story 
compelling. From 
the descriptive 
visual  lede to the 
hopeful, inspiring 
kicker, this story 
carries the reader 
to a foreign land 
and shares the 
challenges of a 
Christian 
community inside a 
largely Muslim city. 



Excellent deeply reported and well written story.  
This piece contains all the elements of good writing: clear, concise 
and compelling. 



Creative. Clearly written.  
Good use of description, anecdotes  
and dialogue.  
Allows the reader to feel the emotions of 
the author and reveals a significant aspect 
of the writer's personality.  
Reflects an experience that the reader 
would benefit from sharing with the author. 

*A long feature should leave the reader feeling that it deserved 

the space allotted to it and the time it took to read it. 



Though many people who 
perform charitable acts say doing 
so is more rewarding for the giver 
than for the recipient, this is the 
first time I've run across such a 
clear explanation of why that is 
the case. The detail in this story--
the slippers, the cement dust and 
dirty bandage, the two coconut 
shells--paint a vivid picture of day-
to-day life. At first, I was put off 
that the story doesn't identify the 
specific locale, and only passingly 
mentions "India" well into the 
story. However, I realized that this 
is a portrait of a slum, and that 
they are everywhere. 



Saying "I get more than 
I give" when doing 
God's work has become 
a cliché, but not in the 
hands of this talented 
writer. She clearly 
explains what she gets 
out of the experience of 
caring for a mother and 
daughter who live in the 
most horrific 
conditions. I am grateful 
for the work she does 
and that she shared her 
story. 



Focused. Passionate. 
Distinctive style. Authentic voice.  
Original. Creative . Engages the reader. 
Personalizes issues.  
Offers solutions and suggestions 
Well-reported and grounded in fact. 
Arguments are well-reasoned and are 
mindful of opposing arguments. 



These columns are superb. 
Each began with a story, 
with real people -- and the 
author used their names, 
which is even better! 
Names authenticate the 
stories for me. These 
columns caught my eye 
(love the large type for 
opening story), engaged me 
and kept me engaged. They 
inspired me. I was drawn in 
by the presenting short 
story related to the topic, 
and the commentary that 
followed was good and 
thoughtful. Great writing, 
too. Bravo! 



In-depth study based on original research. 
Written by and for those with experience in 
a religious field.  
Peer review is not required.  
Scholarly articles generally cite sources 
using footnotes or a bibliography rather 
than quotations or anecdotes. 



An excellent 
review of the 
rootedness of 
the new black 
theology in 
the thought 
of the early 
church. 



… gives new 
life to what 
many consider 
irrelevant 
controversies. 



A good clear 
summary that 
covers most of 
the bases. 



Scholarship for 
the masses  
(or at least for 
seminary 
educated 
pastors). 
A good thing. 



Personal reflection on Scripture, 
doctrine, or religious tradition.  
NOTE: If the article uses 
footnotes or a bibliography it 
may be more appropriately 
placed in the scholarly article 
category. 



This is a well-constructed piece that 
flows easily from one good point to the 
next. The opening of the piece is 
excellent, getting right to the topic 
from the first sentence and carrying 
that theme all the way to the last word 
of the article. There is no doubt what 
this piece is about, and it brings it 
home with clarity and power. The 
points about margins not being 
"empty" brought hope and 
understanding to this reader, and, I'm 
sure, to many others. And like many 
others, I, too, often find God in the 
margins of life...in the unexpected 
places. Greenidge does an excellent job 
of reminding of us in the "gotcha" 
closing paragraph. 



Reflection of the 
experience of the holy in 
contemporary life. 



Powerful point 
of view, along 
with clear and 
compelling 
writing. 
Excellent use of 
personal 
experience as 
basis for larger 
reflection.  



Each part of the 
piece -- from 
opening to 
conclusion -- 
works well, and 
there is effective 
flow throughout. 



Article, series, department, or 
creative use of sidebars that takes a 
practical, accessible approach in 
helping readers learn more about 
Scripture.  
It also can be a Bible study or any 
other printed or online resource. 



Excellent resource. The 
writing is lively and 
engaging. The material is 
accessible--in content, 
organization, and layout. 
The questions/suggestions 
for readers to think 
about/engage with the 
study are interesting and 
well placed. The 
suggestions for leaders are 
creative and helpful. The 
art adds an important 
dimension. 





Categories 

involving art, 

graphics and 

photography 



Imaginative presentation. 
Clearly conveys intended message.  
Headlines impart drama and impact. 
Text positioning, fonts, typography and 
weight create eye appeal and balance. 
Color, line and artistry used creatively. 
Photos, illustrations and graphs work 
with text to draw reader into the page. 



An elegant visual solution. 
The headline typography is 
well-weighted and 
organized, yet understated 
at the same time. Its 
placement also helps the 
reader to zero in on the 
symbolism within the 
imagery. This cover has a 
nice marriage between the 
imagery and the 
typography. 



Outstanding use of color 
and play of photos 
throughout the page 
that helps lead the 
reader's eye. There is an 
energetic flow, top to 
bottom. A clean page 
with just the right 
amount of design flair, 
enough to emphasize 
the readability of the 
stories instead of taking 
away. 



Nice! The pop art approach works well here with the 
multi-colored photos at left. The timeline on the 
following spread is well done and easy to follow across 
the bottom of the pages. 



Simple, balanced and inviting to look at. 



Compositions reflect skill, 
imagination, creativity and planning.  
Visually delightful, with drama, strong 
human interest or a fresh viewpoint. 
Image quality enhances the impact 
and aesthetics of the image. 
Good use of color. 



Powerful photo 
that dramatically 
adds to the 
content.  
The choice of 
angle by the 
photographer 
makes it even 
more effective.  

Great color, depth and composition. 
Well-thought-out. The broad smile of the president 
juxtaposed against the sad state of the poster and the 
raggedy brick wall speaks volumes. 



Unique photos that 
combine disparate 
images to create an 
intriguing mixture 
of old and new. 
There is no way a 
reader won’t turn 
the pages to see 
more. 



You can view these 

(and other) examples 

of excellence by our 

members on this 

website. 
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